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GENERAL POWER  OF COMPETENCE (ENGLAND) 
The General Power of Competence (GPC)1 is a power of first resort which gives councils the power to 
do “anything an individual can do” provided it is not prohibited by other legislation.  
 

The GPC applies to all principal councils and also to eligible parish and town councils.   The criteria 

for eligibility2 are that, at the last election, at least two thirds of councillors were elected and that 

the Clerk holds a recognised qualification3.  Eligible councils that wish to use the GPC must make a 

resolution to adopt it after each election4.    

 

SECTION 137 FUNDING 
Councils that do not have the GPC can incur expenditure for certain purposes, not otherwise 
authorised, which in their opinion is in the interest of, and will bring direct benefit to, their area or 
any part of it or all or some of its inhabitants.   This is enabled by Section 137 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 as amended by the Communities Act 2011 and is know as “Section 137 
funding”.  It can only be used if the actions that the council wishes to take are not already covered 
by another power and no statutory prohibition.  The benefit obtained must be commensurate with 
the expenditure incurred.  The annual expenditure must not exceed the total electorate multiplied 
by the annual statutory limit per elector which in 2019-20 was £8.12.   For reasons of transparency, 
there must be a separate column in the council’s accounts detailing all expenditure made under 
Section 137.  Funding, such as the Community Grant Scheme, has been made to date by Charlton 
Kings Parish Council under Section 137. 
 

 

Councillors are asked to agree that the criteria for adoption of the General Power of Competence 

have been met and to resolve to adopt it with immediate effect. 

 

 

5th May 2020 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Introduced by the Localism Act 2011 ss 1-6 
2 Eligibility criteria were set out in the Parish Councils (General Power of Competence, Prescribed Conditions) 
Order 2012 issued by the Secretary of State in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 8(2) and 235(2) of 
the Localism Act 2011. 
3 Recognised qualifications are the Certificate in Local Council Administration, Certificate of Higher Education 
in Local Policy or the first level of the foundation degree in Community Engagement and Governance awarded 
by the University of Gloucestershire or its successor qualifications. 
4 Once a council has the GPC it will keep it until the next election even if circumstances change (eg a new, 

unqualified Clerk. 


