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                                  26 Church Street Church Piece Charlton Kings Cheltenham GL53 8AR   

  
COMMUNITY ASSETS COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of a meeting on Tuesday, 31st May 2022 at 7.00pm 

Committee members present: Cllrs Munro (Chair), Gosling, Hawkins, Holt, Honeywill and Palmer  
In attendance:  Mrs Joanna Noles (Clerk) 
No members of the public attended the meeting. 
 
 The meeting started at 7.00 pm. 
  
01/22/23 Recording and filming of meetings 

There was no request to record or film the meeting.  
  
02/22/23 Apologies 

Received and accepted from Cllrs Grimshaw and Hall. 
  
03/22/23 Declarations of interest 

No declarations of interest were received in relation to items on the agenda. 
  
04/22/23 Election of Vice-Chair 

Cllr Holt having been proposed by Cllr Gosling and seconded by Cllr Palmer was duly 
ELECTED UNANIMOUSLY as Vice-Chair of the Community Assets Committee for 2022-
23. 

  
05/22/23 Terms of Reference 

The Terms of Reference for the Community Assets Committee were formally noted. 
  
06/22/23 Minutes of the last Community Assets Committee meeting 

 

• To approve the minutes of the Community Assets Committee meeting held on 
10th March 2022 
 
The minutes of the Community Assets Committee Meeting held on 10th March 
2022 (previously circulated) WERE APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY and were signed by 
Cllr Munro as an accurate record. 
 

• To note any matters arising from the minutes that are not covered elsewhere on 
the agenda 
 
The following points were noted in relation to the minutes of the last Community 
Assets Committee meeting. 

• 19/21/22 – Rights of Way - The link to the Rights of Way map with ZCK 
references is https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/public-rights-of-
way/rights-of-way-online-map/  Once the search for paths has been selected, you 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/public-rights-of-way/rights-of-way-online-map/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/public-rights-of-way/rights-of-way-online-map/
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can hover over the path and it will give you the number.  It is also worth ticking the 
Parish Boundary box which identifies the boundary of Charlton Kings parish. 

• 22/21/22 – Tree Guardians - It was noted that it had been agreed at the Annual 
Meeting on 23rd May that the budget for Tree Guardians would be transferred 
from Community Assets to Community Engagement and Wellbeing. 

• 26/21/22 – Grant Making – There was a discussion regarding the way forward 
in relation to Community Grants and a recommendation from the Community 
Assets Committee is recorded under 13/22/23 in these minutes. 

  
07/22/23 Minutes of the last Community Engagement and Wellbeing Committee meeting 

 
The draft minutes of the Community Engagement and Wellbeing Committee meeting 
that took place on 11th April 2022 were noted. 

  
08/22/23 Management Account and Community Assets budget 2022-23 

 

• To review management accounts for Community Assets projects and 
performance against the budget for 2022-23 as at 30th April 2022 
 
The management account and budget for 2022-23 as at 30th April 2022 were noted. 

  
09/22/23 Progress update 

 
The latest version of the Annual Action Plan was noted and an update in relation to the 
various Working Groups provided as set out below. An amended version of the Action 
Plan, incorporating updates from this meeting, will be circulated to Community 
Assets Committee members following the meeting.  
 
If any member of the Committee wishes to join one of the Working Groups, they should 
notify the Chair and Clerk. 

  
 1. Natural Environment 

 
a. Restoring Cheltenham’s Escarpment Grasslands (RCEG) 

 
i. Update on RCEG project 

 
Cllr Munro reported that he had met former Councillor Rob Williams on 
30th May 2022, together with Cllrs Hawkins and Honeywill and the Clerk, to 
discuss his ongoing support for the RCEG and other projects.  Rob Williams 
has been joint chair of the RCEG project management group due to his 
environmental expertise and will continue in this role.   It was agreed at 
the Annual Meeting on 23rd May 2022 that Cllrs Munro and Hawkins will 
be the nominated Parish Council representatives on the management 
group.   The management of the project finances by the Parish Council will 
continue as before in compliance with its Financial Regulations.  As the 
project falls under the Community Assets budget, Cllr Munro will now be 
the budget holder. 
 
Cllr Munro report on the following points that were discussed at the 
meeting with Rob Williams. 
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• RCEG assets – The way forward to transfer fixed assets, such as the 
“cow collars” and the “cattlecrush” to Cheltenham Borough Council as 
soon as possible will be pursued by the Clerk, supported by Rob 
Williams.   A proposal will be brought for consideration to a future Full 
Council meeting.  Action:  Clerk 

• Consideration of ways to inform the public about the commons will be 
undertaken in due course.  Action:  Cllr Munro 

• Rob Williams has been asked to produce an update report on the RCEG 
for the Community Assets Committee meeting on 14th July 2022. 
Action:  Rob Williams. 

 
ii. Update on Ravensgate Common management committee 

 
Cllr Munro reminded the Committee that the Parish Council has a role as 
custodian of Ravensgate Common in order to safeguard it for use by 
members of the public. 
 
Cllr Munro said that Rob Williams has agreed to produce terms of 
reference for a re-formed Ravensgate Common Working Group.  This will 
be a Working Group under the Community Assets Committee and include 
at least two Councillors, one of whom will chair it, plus other interested 
individuals and a regular pattern of meetings.  Cllrs Hawkins and Munro 
will be members of the Working Group.  Rob Williams has indicated that 
he will be willing initially to take on a role supporting the Working Group, 
including taking and actioning minutes.   It was suggested that he might be 
designated as a factor (a Scottish term for this kind of role). The Ravensgate 
Common Working Group’s terms of reference will be brought for 
consideration to the Community Assets Committee meeting on 14th July 
2022.  Action:  Rob Williams  
 
Rob Williams will make arrangements for a visit by Councillors, and other 
interested individuals, to Ravensgate Common.  Action: Rob Williams 
 
The Clerk will invite Rob Williams to attend the Community Assets 
Committee meeting on 14th July 2022 to present the terms of reference for 
Ravensgate Common, and also reports on other projects if applicable:  
Action:  Clerk  
 
The Clerk will send a letter by email to the Department for Environment 
Food and Rural Affairs regarding access to support towards the 
management of Ravensgate Common.  This will be copied to the office of 
Alex Chalk MP.  Action:  Clerk 

 
b. Rights of Way 

 
i. Update on Rights of Way project  

 
Cllr Holt’s update report on Rights of Way, which had been previously 
circulated, was noted.   The following points were noted in relation to 
specific projects. 
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• ZCK48 – The Administrative Officer is obtaining quotes for 
improvements to the ZCK48 path and it is expected that these will be 
brought for consideration to the Full Council meeting on 27th June 
2022.  Action:  Administrative Officer 

• Pilley Bridge and connecting path by Dowdeswell Wood – Cllr Holt will 
provide updates at the Community Assets Committee meeting on 14th 
July 2022.  Action:  Cllr Holt 

• Use of Rights of Way equipment currently owned by the Parish Council 
– Cllr Holt will explore whether the Cotswold Wardens may be 
interested in taking on the equipment and will provide a proposal for 
the way forward to the Community Assets Committee meeting on 14th 
July 2022.  It was noted that the Cotswold Wardens may apply for a 
Community Grant in due course. Action:  Cllr Holt 

• Consideration of locations for additional dog bins will be undertaken by 
Cllrs Holt and Gosling and an update brought to a future Community 
Assets Committee meeting.  Action:  Cllrs Holt and Gosling 

• Cllrs Holt and Gosling will arrange to meet the Rights of Way benefactor 
to thank them and provide an update on work funded from their 
donation.  They will provide the Clerk with a note of the meeting.  
Action:  Cllrs Holt and Gosling 

• Cllr Holt, supported by Cllr Gosling, will produce a prioritised schedule 
of Rights of Way projects, including a column for actions, for 
consideration at the Community Assets Committee meeting on 14th 
July 2022 and for review at subsequent meetings.  Action:  Cllrs Holt 
and Gosling. 

 
ii. Way forward for “walking maps” project 

 
Cllr Gosling’s updated project proposal for the “walking maps” project was 
noted and it was AGREED UNANIMOUSLY that this is recommended for 
approval at the Full Council meeting on 27th June 2022.  If the 
recommendation is accepted, the existing contract for production of the 
maps would be cancelled.   Action:  Clerk 
 
Cllr Gosling, supported by Cllr Holt, will lead on the “walking maps” project.   
They will speak to former Councillor Rob Reid so that he is aware of the 
development of the project.  Action:  Cllrs Gosling and Holt  
 

c. Flood Management 
 
The update report from Cllr Munro on the Hearne Brook project, which had 
been previously circulated, was noted.   It was agreed that Cllr Munro will be 
the lead contact with Cheltenham Borough Council in relation to the Hearne 
Brook project supported by Cllr Hawkins who has professional expertise in this 
area.  It is expected that Rob Williams will continue to be involved in the project. 
Cllr Munro will provide an update to the Community Assets Committee meeting 
on 14th July 2022.  Action: Cllr Munro  
 
It was noted that Cllr Gosling is one of the contacts in relation to the Parish 
Council’s Emergency Plan which is submitted to Cheltenham Borough Council.    
The purpose of the plan is to ensure that the Stanton Hall is available for use if 
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required in an emergency to provide shelter or as a distribution centre.  The 
Clerk will obtain a set of Stanton Suite keys for Cllr Gosling.  Action:  Clerk 
 

2. Community Facilities 
 
a. Grange Field and environs 

 
i. Update on next phase of the Grange Field project 

 
Cllr Palmer reported that the way forward in relation to Grange Field 
would consist of maintenance of existing facilities plus a new 
environmental planting project.   It was hoped that Cllrs Evans and 
Morton would like to be involved in the latter.   There would be a public 
open meeting to discuss the environmental planting project and it is 
intended that the ideas would be displayed at the Autumn Fayre on 24th 
September 2022.   Cllr Hawkins has a contact at the Environment Agency 
who will send him details of how to apply for grant aid for the project. 
 
Cllr Palmer also reported on the following projects on Grange Field. 

• The topographical survey of drainage, which was approved at the 
Annual Meeting on 23rd May 2022 will go ahead in June.  The 
suggestion is that a “soakaway” system, which is relatively low cost, 
might be an appropriate way forward to alleviate localised flooding. 

• The Administrative Officer is looking into the provision of new lidded 
litter bins which would be movable if required.  The suggestion is that 
there would be an extra one near Buckles Close, movement of a bin 
from near the ATC hut to the junction of the two paths and 
replacement of the bin by the Chat Shak. 

• The Administrative Officer is looking at replacement of the old metal 
bench with a new one.  The designation in honour of Princess Diana 
would be transferred to the new bench. 

• The new access gate to Grange Field by the ATC hut was approved at 
the Annual Meeting on 23rd May 2022 is not yet installed.   It may be 
necessary to remove one of the existing wooden bollards to provide 
access to large vehicles at the Summer Fayre on 18th June 2022. 

• The Administrative Officer is following up regarding welcome signs on 
Grange Field and a proposal, with softened wording regarding the 
rules, will be brought back to Full Council in due course.  Cllr Palmer 
said that she would like to include a history of Grange Field, and 
possibly also Church Piece.   It was agreed that Cllr Munro would 
follow up on this idea with the Local History Society.  Action:  Cllr 
Munro Cllr Holt said that some old photographs held by a local 
resident might be of interest and the Clerk will ascertain whether the 
Parish Office has a copy of these.  Action:  Clerk 

 
Cllr Palmer will provide an update on the Grange Field project to the 
Community Assets Committee meeting on 14th July 2022. Action:  Cllr 
Palmer 
 
It was agreed that further discussion regarding oversight of the 
environmental planting project on Grange Field to clarify whether it 
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should fall under Community Assets or Community Engagement and 
Wellbeing or a combination of both.  The Clerk will arrange a meeting to 
involve Cllrs Honeywill, Munro, Palmer and herself to consider options 
and make a recommendation to Full Council in due course.  Action:  Clerk 
 

ii. Update regarding grassed area adjacent to Grange Field 
 
Cllr Palmer reported that she has been advised by Cheltenham Borough 
Council’s Green Space Development Manager, that a contractor who has 
worked on the RCEG project could be used to improve the grassed area 
adjacent to Grange Field near the Library.   Cllr Palmer will provide an 
update to the Community Assets Committee meeting on 14th July 2022.  
Action:  Cllr Palmer 
 
Cllr Munro reported that he was meeting a contact who is President of 
the ATC in relation to refurbishment of the ATC hut and its environs.  Cllr 
Munro will provide an update to the Community Assets Committee 
meeting on 14th July 2022.  Action:  Cllr Munro 
 

iii. Update regarding metal edging for mosaic rill at Church Piece 
 
Cllr Munro reported that Rob Williams had been in contact with the 
installer of the rill who had said that they would be willing to undertake 
ongoing refurbishment of the mosaics if required.   The Clerk will diarise 
an annual inspection of the rill each October at which point a decision will 
be made regarding any refurbishment. Action: Clerk  
 

b. Community Facilities maintenance 
 
Cllr Palmer will follow up with Charlton Kings in Bloom regarding weeding 
around Church Piece.  Action:  Cllr Palmer 
 

c. Local Highways Initiatives (formerly Local Transport Initiatives) 
 
It was agreed that this item would be renamed Local Highways Initiatives. 
 
Cllr Palmer reported that the speed limit on the A40 had been the main issue 
of discussion at her recent liaison meeting with Gloucestershire Highways.  
She and Rob Williams are drafting a robust proposal for submission.  Cllr 
Palmer is also investigating whether the new Community Speedwatch Fund 
might be used.    Cllr Palmer will provide an update to the Community Assets 
Committee meeting on 14th July 2022.   Action:  Cllr Palmer 
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3. Built Heritage 
 
a. St Mary’s Churchyard 

 
i. Update regarding St Mary’s Churchyard 

 
Cllr Munro’s update report, which had been previously circulated, was 
noted. Cllr Munro will provide an update to the Community Assets 
Committee meeting on 14th July 2022.   Action:  Cllr Munro 
 
It was noted that the Clerk, in liaison with Cllr Munro and Rob Williams, 
was preparing the submission to Cheltenham Borough Council of the 
S211 tree plan for the churchyard for 2022-24.  Action:  Clerk  

 
b.   Other Heritage Assets 

 
i. Update regarding other Heritage Assets 

 
Nothing to report. 

  
10/22/23 Schedule of maintenance 

 
It was AGREED UNANIMOUSLY that a recommendation will be brought to the Full 
Council meeting on 27th June 2022 that Full Council sets up a Working Group, to include 
Cllrs Gandhi, Honeywill, Hawkins, Munro, Palmer and the Clerk to consider a co-
ordinated approach to routine maintenance.  Action:  Clerk 

  
11/22/23 Financial matters 

 
1. Restoring Cheltenham’s Escarpment Grasslands Project 

 
a. To consider a quote from Mark Wroot for fencing infrastructure work 

 
The recommendation from the RCEG Management Group was noted. 
 
It was AGREED UNANIMOUSLY that Mark Wroot Agricultural & Garden 
Services should be appointed to undertake infrastructure work at a cost of 
£1,000 excluding VAT.   Action: Clerk 
 

b. To consider a quote from Stow Ag for fencing materials 
 
The recommendation from the RCEG Management Group was noted. 
 
It was AGREED UNANIMOUSLY that the revised quote from Stow Ag, which 
supersedes their previous quote, for fencing materials should be accepted at 
a cost of £1,952.50 excluding VAT.     Full Council will be asked to rescind its 
agreement of the previous quote at its meeting on 27th June 2022.  Action:  
Clerk 
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12/22/23 Fundraising 
 
Nothing to report. 

  
13/22/23 Grant-making 

 
It was AGREED UNANIMOUSLY that a recommendation will be made to the Full Council 
meeting on 27th June 2022 that a Working Party is set up to review the criteria and 
process for making Community Grants.   The intention would be that the Working Party 
would report to the Full Council meeting on 25th July 2022. 

  
14/22/23 Partnership and Volunteering 

 
Nothing to report. 

  
15/22/23 Any Other Business 

 

• Input to Communications Working Group 
It was noted that Councillors leading on Community Assets projects had been asked 
to notify the Community Development Officer of any communications needs. 

 
There was no other business. 

  
16/22/23 Date of next meeting – The next meeting will take place at 7.00 pm on Thursday, 14th 

July 2022. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.09 pm. 
  
Date of next meeting:  on Thursday, 14th July 2022.  

  
These minutes are subject to approval at the next Committee meeting.  Minutes prepared by the 
Clerk to the Council 01242 250087 or clerk@charltonkingsparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


