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CK Futures didn’t have the slow down over the summer that was planned. The hot weather
and the rise in the cost-of-living rise alerted more people to the climate crisis, and the level
of engagement rose during this period. In one sense it was good to see more people being
engaged but we would all rather have no crisis to respond to.
The Sustainable Charlton Kings Facebook Group numbers have risen, and people are more
readily offering advice and sharing ideas to reduce energy costs, save water and to cultivate
gardens that can adapt to a change in temperature.
There is a greater emphasis on the circular economy, and it is becoming trendier to shop
second hand and to share. CKF plans to promote this further through the Sustainable Living
Workshops that will kick off on 5 October for the next 6 months. The feedback from the
first series of these workshops was 100% positive. Everyone who responded felt they
benefitted from attending and taking part. You may also have seen posters for a ‘Costume
Swap Shop’. This is being done in collaboration with the CK Library – it is a way of reducing
the number of costumes and cutting costs, allowing children to take part and have fun but
not costing the earth.
We were approached by CBC, and CKPC will be the first to host the environmentally positive
film ‘2040’ on 30 Sept in the Stanton Hall. We already have over 30 signed up to attend. If
you are interested, please register on Eventbrite on the CKPC web pages.
CK Futures will also be introducing a talk by Nick Grayson on 26 October. Nick is
Birmingham’s Green City Manager (and a CK resident). His talk – ‘Making the invisible,
visible - how to fix the climate and ecological emergencies’. Nick is leading a team that is
aiming to make Birmingham the UK’s first global green city.
The biggie however is the Autumn Fayre. Huge thanks to my colleague Cllr Helen Evans and
to Anna, plus over 10 volunteers who are giving up their time to deliver ‘Shaping the Future’
and the Nature Art and Photography competition for young people.
There will be storytelling, fun activities, listening to plants, creating art using natural
materials plus asking people to share their thoughts for the future. All this linked by a
nature trail across Grange Field and into the Halls. Lots of fun!
Felicity Parnham & Helen Evans
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