
GAPTC AGM – 21ST July 2018 
 
I attended the GAPTC AGM on 21st July, at which a number of points relevant to CKPC were raised. 
 
Inform Gloucestershire 
A presentation was given by Katherine Martin – GCC Data and Analysis Manager on the new website  
https://inform.gloucestershire.gov.uk   This incorporates the data previously available on MAIDEN but is 
presented in way that allows interactive access to the data. The data can be accessed by parish or ward 
and it is therefore possible to isolate specific areas within the parish.  Eg population can be accessed by 
ward and age group simultaneously which was not possible on earlier versions.  All data can be viewed 
comparatively against the remainder or Gloucestershire or nationally.  This information will therefore be 
useful for future grant applications or targeted consultations. GAPTC were requested to arrange a more 
detailed information session for Clerks and Councillors. 
 
Planning Enforcement   
It was noted that more and more councils have issues with retrospective planning applications being 
permitted and that the substantial loss of enforcement officers had perhaps led to applicants taking 
advantage of this.  GAPTC will carry out a survey of all member councils to ascertain individual 
experiences with a view to putting the collective evidence forward to the Secretary of State.  
 
Code of Conduct  
Most councils within Cheltenham and Tewkesbury boroughs use the 2012 version of the Code of 

Conduct provided by the Tewkesbury Borough Council Monitoring Officer and it was suggested that this 

should be reviewed.  However, since the full impact of the Ledbury case was not yet clear, GAPTC would 

keep councils informed on any changes arising from this case. 

Parish Meetings 
Some councils are choosing to hold their Annual Parish Meetings on Saturdays since they are able to 
attract a greater number of and a broader cross-section of residents.  This is, however, in contravention 
of the Local Government Act 1972 which requires this meeting to be held after 6.00 pm.  GAPTC will put 
forward a proposal to NALC with a view to achieving more flexibility, though a change in the legislation 
would be required.   CKPC’s situation is much simpler since the legislation only refers to the ANNUAL 
Parish Meeting.  Additional Parish Meetings/Community Open Meetings do not necessarily need to be 
held after 6.00 pm and a number of councils present reported that they found weekend events much 
more successful in achieving community engagement. 
 
Investment of Surplus Funds 
 I had previously had discussions with Mark Davies of CCLA, which operates a Local Authorities’ Property 
Fund which can achieve yields of 4.5% (March 2018).  There are drawbacks to the Scheme since it does 
not fall under the Financial Services Compensation Scheme, and the portfolio, being invested solely in UK 
commercial property does not achieve the same level of diversification achieved by other funds.  The 
fund has been recommended  by the Chief Financial Officer of CBC (though larger Council’s funds would 
not be protected by the FSCS anyway).  Mark Davies was present at the AGM and I have passed on his 
literature and contact details to Joanna, in case Council/F&GP wish to pursue this further. 
 
GAPTC subscription 
The Executive Committee resolved not to increase the per capita rate for 2019/20.  After the meeting I 
raised the issue of the inequality of subscription cost between parishes of different sizes, since all 
councils receive the same service irrespective of size.  It was acknowledged that the larger parishes 
subsidise the smaller ones.  Changes are unlikely in the short term but they are undertaking a review of 
this and have been researching the fee structure used by other CALCs. 
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