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	FULL COUNCIL	
Minutes of the Meeting of Charlton Kings Parish Council on 
	Monday, 18th August 2025 at 7.00 pm	

Members present: Councillors Honeywill (Chair), Babbage, Gilbert, Grimshaw, Gosling, Hall, Holt, Lock, Palmer, Piper and Shapira

In attendance:  		Geraldine Connor, Clerk

The meeting was opened at 7.00 pm.     
	
	

	74/25/26
	Recording and filming of meetings
There were no requests to record or film the meeting.

	
	

	75/25/26
	Apologies
Apologies were received from Councillors Evans, Gandhi, Grimshaw, Hawkins, Johnson and Parnham

	
	

	76/25/26


77/25/26


	Declarations of interest (Localism Act 2011)
No declarations of interest were received in relation to items on the agenda.

Public Session
There were no members of the public present. 

	78/25/26
	Issues raised by members of the public in advance of the meeting
None

	
	

	79/25/26
	Minutes of previous meeting 
The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 28th July 2025 (previously circulated) WERE UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED and were signed by Councillor Jan Honeywill, as an accurate record.

	
		

	80/25/26
	Reports or apologies from County and Borough Councillors
Apologies were received from County and Borough Councillor Angie Boyes, and Borough Councillors Chris Day and Steve Harvey.  
The reports from Councillors Boyes, Day and Harvey were formally noted.   These reports are attached as an Appendix at the end of these minutes.
    

	81/25/26




82/25/26
	Councillor vacancies 
a) To note that there is currently one vacancy on the Parish Council and agree any actions if applicable.
Noted.

Monthly Accounts  
The accounts for the year to 31st July 2025 (previously circulated) were APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY by the Council. 


	[bookmark: _Hlk507509141]83/25/26





84/25/26 
	Payments
The Council reviewed the list (previously circulated) of all payments issued in the calendar month July 2025 and UNANIMOUSLY RATIFIED the payments totalling £35,165.88 (£31784.49 plus VAT of £3,381.39) which Councillor Jan Honeywill signed in her role as Chair. 

Financial Matters
a) To approve expenditure from CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) in
the sum of £1612.20 for additional gym equipment on Grange Field.
The expenditure from CIL in the sum of £1612.20 was approved UNANIMOUSLY.
b) To consider an application for financial support from Kings Hall
A discussion ensued. Members acknowledged that Charlton Kings Parish Council (CKPC) makes regular use of the Kings Hall throughout the year, including weekly bookings for the basketball collective, seasonal community events, and the CKConnect Youth activities programme. After considering various options, including an invitation to the trustees to apply for financial support under the Community Grant Scheme, Members UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to award an immediate grant of £250 to Kings Hall in recognition of the Parish Council's historical use of the facilities. 
Additionally, Members agreed to consider a framework for formalised hire arrangements with Kings Hall for future bookings, seeking concessionary rates in recognition of the Parish Council's status as a not-for-profit organisation. The Clerk was instructed to contact Mr. Ratcliffe to confirm the £250 grant award and to invite the Kings Hall Trustees to respond to the Council's invitation to consider a proposed framework for future hire agreements.


	85/25/26






86/25/26
	Communications and Community Engagement   
a) To receive a report on the Communications Working Group meeting on
4th August 2025 and note any resulting actions
The notes of the Working Group meeting (previously circulated) were noted. 
b) For Councillors to share information about forthcoming events
None

Update on key projects
a) CK Futures
Councillor Ian Gosling reported on the Repair Café held on Saturday 16th August 2025. The Repair Café has welcomed 222 customers and completed 206 repairs since the initiative started in February. Feedback received to date is extremely positive. 
b) CK Connect and Youth Work
No report
c) Community Events
The Clerk asked Members if they could assist with Grange Fest on 13th September 2025. Councillors Hall, Holt, and Honeywill kindly volunteered. 
d) Highways
Councillor Pat Palmer confirmed that the commencement date for A40 Hambrook Bridge (Spring Bridge) reconstruction project is 1st September 2025.
The A40 will be completely closed for seven weeks with diversions in place, in addition to periods of part closure managed by traffic lights. It was acknowledged that traffic diversions will seriously impact East End Road and Hearne Road.
The role of CKPC will be to share GCC Highways updates with residents and to signpost them to relevant services.
e) Grange Field
Councillor Pat Palmer reported as follows: 
Councillor Claire Piper hopes to expand the planting initiatives at Grange Field. Councillor Tim Gilbert will be constructing and installing a picnic table and bench set next to the play equipment. 
We are considering a small fence to protect the planting at the back of Grange Field. 
Last week saw a productive discussion with Matt Lawton, the newly appointed CKPC Green Spaces Officer.
Despite the CKPC contractor's use of eco-friendly treatments, weeds continue to emerge through the pathway. Members agreed to trial alternative treatment options on a test section, with plans to present their findings and a recommendation to Full Council in September.
f) St Mary’s Churchyard and other community assets 
Nothing to report 
g) Restoring Cheltenham’s Escarpment Grasslands
Councillor Ned Holt reported that he is due to meet with Matt, the new GSO and Rob Williams on Friday.
h) Paths For All 
Councillors Gosling and Holt held a productive session with Matt last week. The Paths for All team have welcomed two new volunteer members. Thanks to Ned for organising today's enjoyable walk.

	
	

	87/25/26


























88/25/26   
	Update on Standing Committees	
a) Allotments
Councillor Pat Palmer reported that a productive Big Clean event took place last weekend, with a considerable amount of non-green waste disposed of in the skip hired for ATC Croft. Thanks to Sarah, the Allotment Site Representative for ATC Croft, for her hard work in coordinating operations.
Councillors Palmer and Honeywill reported on the Allotments Working Group. 
Meetings have worked well to give everyone involved a voice: group activities such as new WhatsApp groups are flourishing and several new initiatives are already underway. 
Formal meetings of the Allotments Working Group are no longer needed as future proposals will be progressed through CKFutures initiatives. 
The Allotments Committee will continue to exercise its statutory responsibilities for the management of the allotment estate, including the administration of tenancy agreements and fee structures.
b) Finance and General Purposes
Councillor Ian Gosling reported that current proposals to investigate energy efficiency initiatives, including heat pump and solar panel installation, have been temporarily suspended pending completion of a comprehensive asset review.

c) Planning
Councillor Ian Gosling reported that the application relating to 11 Hamilton Street will be considered by the CBC Planning Committee on Thursday 21st August 2025. 

Reports for information
None 

	
	

	89/25/26
	Any Other Business
None
The meeting closed at 8.12 p.m. 
Date of next meeting:  Monday, 22nd September 2025, 7.00 pm 


	
	These minutes are subject to approval at the next Council meeting.  Minutes prepared by the Interim Clerk to the Council 01242 250087 or clerk@charltonkingsparishcouncil.gov.uk

	
	

	
	

	
	





Appendix A

CHARLTON KINGS PARISH COUNCIL

Reports from Borough and County Councillors to Full Council meeting 

 
Borough and County Councillor Angie Boyes 

I had a meeting with the head of transport at GCC yesterday re on the on-street EV charging point to be installed on Lyefield Rd East. I have asked for some better comms to go out to explain the reasoning behind the installation.
 
Have met with Mr Touhey (he is known to you I believe) at Spring Bridge to chat through the background and his suggestions. Will bring that to our next Highways meeting.
 
I’ll also be down on East End Rd on 2 September when the schools go back to assess the impact of the A40 closure. I am sure we will be in touch about that.

Borough Councillor Chris Day

Last week the Planning Inspector issued their report dismissing the developer’s appeal against the refusal of planning permission for 5 self builds in the AONB opposite Ham Close (24/01123/OUT). This is fantastic news, and the timing is perfect as another developer is currently attempting to obtain outline planning permission for 4 self builds on the neighbouring field in the AONB opposite Ryeworth road (25/00650/OUT). The Planning Officer dealing with that application is at the stage of going back to the developer with questions and comments before making their recommendation. If the Officer recommends approve it will go to Planning Committee, and I will be speaking against it. Between the Planning Inspector’s report on the Ham Close field and the many issues with the Ryeworth Road application identified by the large number of objectors and my own reading of the documents, the challenge will be condensing everything down to the permitted 5 minutes I am allowed to speak.

A recent assessment of the unmowed meadow areas of the QEII park identified a need for more wildflower seeding, and in particular yellow rattle which is semi-parasitic (apparently!) and weakens grasses allowing other more delicate wildflowers to flourish. I was brought up on a small holding which over the years my family have made more nature and wildlife friendly. I have been able to gather a hopefully sufficiently large quantity of yellow rattle seeds from my family’s wildflower meadow to cover the area identified in QEII park. When combined with the significant quantity of other wildflower seeds gathered by the Friends of QEII park we will hopefully see an increase in the number of wildflowers next year. Fingers crossed! 

Borough Councillor Steve Harvey 
I attended the VJ commemoration on Friday 15 Aug at the War Memorial on the Prom in both my capacity as a Borough Member, and also as Armed Forces Champion. I had initially been informed that the Far East Prisoners Association would have representatives there as well but subsequently discovered they had their own ceremony at St Marys in CK last Thursday.
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